
Academic programme &courses
Which types of courses are on offer at  
the ECPR Winter School? 
The programme consists of two types of one-week 
courses: Introductory methods courses, advanced 
methods courses (15 contact hours) and two-day 
software training courses (7.5 contact hours). One- 
and two-week intermediate courses are offered at 
the ECPR Summer School in Ljubljana.
Introductory courses address a broad audience and 
require only a little systematic methodological training. 
Advanced courses are accessible to participants with 
strong prior training and to researchers wanting to apply 
the respective method in their field. 
Software courses can be taken in addition to the above 
courses; these focus on a specific software package used 
in empirical social research.

Is there a limit to the number of courses I can take? 
Yes. Each participant may attend one introductory or 
one advanced course, plus one software course. 

When do I need to pay my course fees? 
Within 15 working days of your registration. Your place 
on the course will not be guaranteed until payment has 
been received in full. Please allow extra time if paying 
by bank transfer. Your payment date is on your invoice in 
the ‘My Invoices’ section of MyECPR. 

Does the course fee include accommodation? 
No, the fee is for the course(s) tuition only. We have 
negotiated special hotel rates for Winter School 
participants; find recommended places to stay under 
Practicalities, on the following page.

Once I have paid will I receive confirmation of 
my registration? 
Not automatically. If you require written confirmation, 
please email Denise Chapman at dchap@essex.ac.uk

When is the deadline for registration?
Midnight on Friday 14 January 2013. For registrations 
after this point, we will require full payment within 
24 hours via credit card.

Is there a waiting list for courses that are  
already fully booked? 
Yes. You will be notified on a first come, first served 
basis if a place becomes available. If you would like 
to be placed on a waiting list, please email Denise 
Chapman at dchap@essex.ac.uk

When and how will I receive the reading material? 
You need to source your own reading material. Some 
will be uploaded onto our online platform Moodle, 
accessible from mid-January 2014. You may also 
contact your instructor (contact details on the course 
outline at www.ecpr.eu) for further information. 

I have already registered for the Winter School 
but I would like to change my course selection. 
What should I do? 
You can change course if there is space available but 
there is a €25 administration charge. Please email 
Denise Chapman at dchap@essex.ac.uk

Will I receive a certificate of attendance? 
Yes. Provided you attend 80% of the course hours, you 
will be able to collect your certificate from the Winter 
School office during the afternoon of Friday 21 February. 
If you cannot collect this, it will be emailed to you. 

Can I get ECTS credits for this course? 
Yes. A 1-week course + project assignment = 2 ECTS 
credits. No credits are issued for software courses. 
1-week course participants will be given project 
assignments for a minimum of 3–4 hours a day 
(readings, project work, work in lab, etc). This work will 
be graded by your Instructor or their Teaching Assistant 
using Vienna’s system below. Any grade between 1 and 
4 is a pass.

1 Very good 81 – 100% Pass
2 Good 71 – 80% Pass
3 Satisfactory 61 – 70% Pass
4 Adequate 51 – 60% Pass
5 Unsatisfactory less than 51% Fail
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Practicalities 
When should I arrive at the Winter School, and 
when do courses finish?
Registration and welcome: 
NIG Building at the University of Vienna

Thursday 13 February
Registration: Software courses 14:00 – 18:00
Friday 14 February
Registration: Software courses 09:30–13:00
Saturday 15 February
Registration: 
Introductory and advanced courses

09:30–12:00

Sunday 16 February
Registration: 
Introductory and advanced courses

10:00–16:30

Welcome Plenary session 17:15–18:15
Sunday Mix (free course taster sessions) 18.30–18.55 and 

19.00–19.25
Welcome reception with refreshments from 19:30

Monday 17 February
Late registration 08:00–09:00

The last courses finish at 19:00 on Friday 21 February. 
Once all courses have been confirmed, in January 2014, 
the academic timetable will be published on Moodle, 
where you can check whether your course finishes 
earlier. NB Even if instructors have pre-indicated time 
preferences in their course outlines, ECPR cannot 
guarantee courses will take place at these times until 
the official timetable is published in January. 

Where will the Winter School take place? 
Registration, and the majority of courses, will take place 
at the Neues Institutsgebäude (NIG), Universität Wien, 
Universitätsstraße 7, 1010 Wien. Some courses will take 
place in Rooseveltplatz 2, 1090 Wien, and some software 
courses will run at the campus – Altes AKH, Spitalgasse 
1, 1090 Wien – see map pages. Timetable and room 
locations will be available from January 2014 on Moodle.

Where can I stay during the Winter School? 
Participants arrange their own accommodation. 
Based on positive feedback, we have made special 
arrangements with two hotels: 

Hotel Meininger Downtown Franz From 14–21 February, 
a multi-bed room shared with other Winter School 
participants costs €17 per person per night, including 
breakfast. The University is one stop by underground  
or a 1.5km walk.
Rooms at the Ibis Budget Hotel Wien Messe are €48 
single and €60 double, including breakfast. The Ibis is 
next to Praterstern train / underground station, three 
stops from the University.
We have block-booked many rooms at both hotels 
exclusively for Winter School participants. 

How do I reach the city centre from Vienna International 
Airport – and what’s the best way to get around town? 
Please refer to the page Public Transport in Vienna.

Which kind of ticket should I buy? 
Winter School participants aged 26 and under can buy 
exclusive reduced-rate public transport tickets, available 
ONLY via Moodle, from early December.

10 days 13–22 February €15.65
9 days 13–21 February €14.55
7 days 16–22 February €12.35
6 days 16–21 February €11.25

For participants over 26, we recommend combining 
the single fare €2.10 tickets and a €15.80 weekly travel 
pass valid Monday–Sunday, available from ticket offices 
or machines at underground stations. You can also buy 
a special advance ticket, available only online.

Will I have access to the internet at the University? 
Yes. Wireless internet is free. WSMT participants will be 
provided with User ID for WiFi and lab computers.

Who do I contact if I have any further questions? 
Don’t hesitate to contact Methods School Manager 
Denise Chapman dchap@essex.ac.uk

Please do not book and pay for your travel until you 
have been notified by ECPR that your course/s has/
have been confirmed. This happens as soon as the 
course reaches a sufficient number of registered, 
paid participants, and will be no later than 
midnight on Monday, 16 December 2013.
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